
Rising Star of Tennessee 2010
Rules & Guidelines

This contest is open to any amateur solo vocalist who is not currently under a singing contract.  To enter the competition, you must follow the guidelines stated in this application process.

There will be two age divisions:  Youth (under 18 years old on May 1, 2010) and Adult (18 years old and older on May 1, 2010.)    

You must complete the 2010 application form and return it to Blount County Habitat for Humanity (BCHFH)  1017 Hampshire Drive   Maryville, TN  37801.  Applications must be in the BCHFH office no later than 5:00 p.m. on October 1, 2010.  Applications can be down-loaded at www.RisingStarofTN.com, or you can request a form by calling Shelia Bledsoe of BCHFH at (865) 566-4355.  Upon receiving your request, she will mail an application.

You must include a recent photograph with your application. (Digital is preferred.)  It does not have to be by a professional photographer.  The photograph becomes the property of BCHFH and will not be returned to you.
You must sign the release form and non-discrimination policy which are part of the application.

If you are under 18, you must submit the release form and non-discrimination policy, signed by a parent or legal guardian, with the application.

You must submit one song on a CD.  This song may be an original song or a cover tune of your choice.  The material must be acceptable for all ages.  There should be no profanity, sexual innuendo or glorification of violence or drugs.  If the material is not appropriate, it will be disqualified and no refund will be given.  You should include a copy of the lyrics. Please write your name only on the CD. Do not record any additional information on the CD.  If any other information appears on the CD it will be discarded as an invalid entry and no refund will be given.  The CD becomes the property of BCHFH and will not be returned to you.

You must submit a non-refundable entry fee of $25 with the application.  This may be paid by check or money order made out to BCHFH.  All proceeds will support the mission of BCHFH.  

Each complete entry will receive one ticket to each level of competition – the Youth and Adult Semi-Finals and the Finals. 

You may submit more than one song, but each song will be considered a separate entry and must have an entry fee and be on a separate CD.  

Previous winners of Rising Star of Tennessee are not eligible to compete or win.

All completed applications will be kept on file at the BCHFH office.  Upon receipt of your application, you and your CD will be assigned an ID number.  No one other than BCHFH board members and those approved by the Board will have access to your file and this information.  

Taxes may be required to be paid for the prizes awarded to the winner of this contest.  The winner will be responsible for this himself or herself.  If you are selected as the Rising Star of Tennessee, you must provide your social security number.  BCHFH may not be held liable for the winner’s actions in this matter.

BCHFH shall not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, religion, disability, age, sexual orientation, or any other basis prohibited by law.  

Selection Process

All CD’s, along with a completed application, photograph and entry fee, must be in the BCHFH office by 5:00 p.m. on October 1, 2010.  Any applications which are not complete will be discarded and no refund given.

All CD’s will be played by a facilitator and evaluated by a panel of Judges.  

Based on the Judges’ evaluations, the top 15 performers in each age division will be invited to perform in the Semi-Final Round of competition.  For Youth, this will be at 2:00 p.m. on October 16, 2010.  For Adults, this will be at 7:00 p.m. on October 16, 2010.  Evaluations will be based on the vocal performance, not the quality of the background music or recording. 
We will send email messages to those who are selected to perform in the Semi-Final Round of competition, and the results will be posted on the Rising Star of Tennessee web-site: www.RisingStarofTN.com.
Each participating vocalist will perform one song in the Semi-Final Round and should provide a back-up CD for his/her song.  If a participant chooses to accompany his/her vocals with an instrument, the participant is responsible for providing all necessary equipment.  This will not impact scoring.  This song may or may not be the song used for his/her entry CD.  It should be approximately 4 minutes long.  A copy of the song lyrics must be submitted before the performance. Contestants must also be available for rehearsal or sound checks if scheduled.

At the end of the Semi-Final Round, the top 5 performers in each age division will be invited to perform in the Final Round of competition at 7:00 p.m. on October 23, 2010.  The selection of the top 5 will be determined by a total score which will be calculated in the following manner:


50%
Scores of Guest Judges based on that night’s performance


50%
Votes of audience members.  

In the event of a tie, the contestant with the higher judges’ score will rank higher.  If that is also a tie, the number of audience votes will be the determining factor to break the tie.

Each individual who purchases a ticket (adult or children) will receive a ballot for that performance.  Children under the age of 3 are free and will not vote.  Each contestant will receive a ballot.  No ballots will be accepted until all the contestants have performed.
Each individual attending may complete only one ballot, regardless of the number of admissions he/she purchases.  Each ballot will require you to vote for your favorite three performers, with only one vote allowed per performer. 

Scores will be tabulated and posted on the Rising Star of Tennessee web-site:  www.RisingStarofTN.com.  

In the Final Round on October 23, 2010, the top 5 performers in each age division shall compete.  They may perform a new song or one they have performed previously in the competition.  A copy of the song lyrics must be submitted before the performance.  The song should be approximately 4 minutes long.  Scores will be calculated in the same manner as the Semi-Final Round.  However, scores will be tabulated and a winner announced that evening.  

All results will be posted on the Rising Star of Tennessee web-site:  www.RisingStarofTN.com.
Admission Prices

Prices for each round of the competition will be as follows:


Adults



$10


Children (ages 3-11)

$  5


Under 3 years


 Free


